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Dear Minister, 

Post-legislative scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 

On behalf of the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee, I am writing to 

seek an update on the implementation of the recommendations contained in the  

Committee’s report on its post-legislative scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) 

Act 2010, published last year. As you know, the Committee concluded that current 

dog control law was not fit for its purpose and called on the Scottish Government to 

undertake a comprehensive review of all dog control legislation as a matter of 

urgency. The report identified a range of issues that should be addressed as part of 

that review. 

 

In your response to the report, you indicated that the Scottish Government would be 

undertaking a review of dog control law, comprising an initial consultation focused on 

improving the operational effectiveness of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 to 

aid enforcement agencies and a future review of wider dog control law in 2020 which 

would look at how the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 operates and other associated dog 

control legislation. 

The Committee seeks an update on the two reviews below, as well as up-to-date 

figures on dog attacks.  As you know, the Committee indicated its intention to invite 

you to provide oral evidence on developments since its report last year. As the timing 

of that session will be depend on your response to the queries below, I would be 

grateful if you could respond to this letter by Wednesday 10 June. 
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First review 

When you wrote to the Committee in November last year, you advised that the first 

review into improving the operational effectiveness of the 2010 Act had been 

launched and that the closing date for responses was 15 January 2020. You advised 

that the responses to the consultation would be published within three months of the 

consultation closing and that a decision about whether the responses would be 

analysed internally or by an external body would be taken when the final volume and 

complexity of responses would be known. 

Please provide an update on the following: 

• the publication and analysis of responses and who has carried out this 

latter exercise; and 

• the Scottish Government’s next steps. 

Second review 
In your letter of 21 November, you advised that the wider review on dog control was 

scheduled for this year and that the exact scope of the review would be determined 

in due course, but would pick up a number of issues raised in the Committee’s 

report.  

Please provide an update on the following: 

• when the review will start; 

• the terms of reference and scope of the review; 

• who will be carrying out the review; 

• the timetable for completion of the review. 
 
Scottish Dog Control Notice Database 
As you know, the Committee’s report made a number of specific recommendations 

in connection with the Scottish Dog Control Notice Database. Your response to the 

Committee’s report noted that a number of the Committee’s recommendations would 

require a change to the law.  

 
Please provide an update on the Scottish Government’s: 
 

• plans to establish the Scottish Dog Control Notice Database; and  
 

• legislative plans to extend the scope of the database in line with the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

 
Updated dog attack figures 
In his evidence to the Committee during its inquiry, Dr Alasdair Corfield, a consultant 

in emergency medicine from the Royal College of Emergency Medicine, suggested 
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that the number of dog attacks treated by accident and emergency departments in 

hospitals each year was around 5,000.1  

 

A key finding of the Committee’s report was a lack of baseline data on dog attacks. 

In particular, the Committee recommended that: “General practitioners, hospitals, 

local authorities and Police Scotland should be required to record and collect 

consistent date on reported incidences of out of control dogs and attacks by dogs on 

both humans and animals. This data should be collected regularly at a local level 

and published on a local authority area basis by the Scottish Government.” 

 

The Committee recommended that the Scottish Government put this 

recommendation into effect without delay. 

 

Therefore, the Committee seeks the following figures in relation to Scotland from 
July 2019 to date: 

• the number of dog attacks (and the basis for these figures); 

• the total number of dog control notices that have been issued; 

• the number of (a) prosecutions (b) convictions under the Dangerous 
Dogs Act 1991; 

• the number of dog attacks that resulted in medical treatment; 

• the number of dog attacks that resulted in a serious injury requiring 
inpatient treatment, an emergency admission and/or surgical treatment; 

• the number of fatal dog attacks. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Anas Sarwar MSP 
Acting Convener 

                                            
1 https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/PAPLS/2019/7/18/Post-legislative-Scrutiny--
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